Welcome

to the Thank You NHS Stadium
Good Afternoon Ladies
and Gentleman and as
Programme Editor may
I welcome you to the
much changed ‘Thank
You NHS Stadium’.
May I welcome all from
Sevenoaks Town who
are known as the ‘The
Oaks’. I am also delighted
to welcome the Match
Officials. I hope you all
enjoy your time with us.
Last Saturday we entertained Hythe
Town in the league. A wet and windy
day welcomed a crowd of 230 and yes
it happened – we won!

Our Sussex Senior Cup match against
Horsham YMCA will be played on
Tuesday 10th November with a 19.30
Kick Off.

Goals from Kieran Row (31), Michael Hill
(45 &55) and Tom Gilbert (68) sealed
the win. Hythe Town replied through
Dean Beckwith (39) and Nick Dembele
(90).

For previous
programmes,
type this bitly
code into
your search
engine: bit.
ly/2ZGaFFJ

It was refreshing to look around the
stadium and see spectators smiling –
long may it continue!

Alternatively,
scan this QR
code into your smart phone.

What changed? Many things including
kicking the opposite way in each half.
But seriously we just seemed to play
much better than we have been of late.
Sadly, Shaun missed the game but sent
a jubilant tweet saying that he was
“proud of the lads who had worked
their socks off lately!”.
‘The Oaks’ have had a decent start to
the season. Of their 7 league games
they have won 3, drawn 3 and lost 1.
They exited the FA Cup and the FA
Trophy in the 1st Qualifying and 2nd
Qualifying rounds respectively.

I must close by reminding you that
we are still living under the cloud of
coronavirus. There are a number of
restrictions, including always following
the ‘rule of six’, to ensure that your
safety is protected within our ground.
Please follow the special arrangements
that have been put in place. If you
have any concerns please speak to a
steward.




Dave Ellmer

Programme Editor

twitter.com/HHTFC | facebook.com/haywardsheathtown.fc | 3

The Thank You NHS Stadium
Ground Rules & Regulations
PLEASE TAKE A MOMENT TO
READ THROUGH THE GROUND
REGULATIONS OF HAYWARDS HEATH
TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB (the “Club”).
OBSERVING THESE REGULATIONS WILL
MEAN A SAFER, HAPPIER AND MORE
POSITIVE EXPERIENCE FOR EVERYONE
AT THE CLUB’S GAMES.
Entry to the Thank You NHS Stadium (the
“Ground”) is expressly subject to acceptance by
the visitor of these Ground Regulations and the
rules and regulations of The Football Association
and The Pitching In Isthmian Football League.
Entry to the Ground shall constitute acceptance of
these Ground Regulations.
Notwithstanding possession of any ticket, the
Club reserves the right to prosecute or to eject or
cause to be ejected any persons who within the
Ground or is considered by the Club in its absolute
discretion to be, or to have been behaving in any
of the following ways or otherwise fails to comply
with these Ground Regulations:
l Entering the field of play before, during or after
the game;
l Uttering, making gestures or indulging in any
behaviour that is, or may be construed as being
threatening, racist, discriminatory, homophobic,
offensive, insulting or abusive;
l Being drunk or under the influence of drink or
drugs to any degree; and
l Throwing any object within the ground without
lawful authority or excuse.
DO NOT bring into the Ground any bottles, metal
cans, glasses, placards, firearms, knives, fireworks,
smoke canisters, flares, weapons, dangerous or
hazardous items, laser devices or any article that
might be used as a weapon and/or compromise
public safety. Any person in possession of such
items will be refused entry to the Ground.
DO NOT bring into the Ground any sponsorship,
promotional or marketing materials save in respect
of official club merchandise and/or other football
related clothing worn in good faith nor may you
offer (either free or for sale by any person) any
goods (including literature) of any nature without
the express prior written permission of the Club.
DO NOT obstruct gangways, access ways, exits
and entrances, stairways and like places.
DO NOT smoke within either the Roy Hatt Family
Stand or the clubhouse as these areas are strictly

Ownership

smoke-free. Smoking elsewhere within the
Ground is permitted in designated areas.
The Club excludes to the maximum extent
permitted by law any liability for loss, injury or
damage to persons/property in or around the
Ground.
No guarantees can be given by the Club that a
match will take place at a particular time or on a
particular date and the Club reserves the right to
reschedule the match without notice and without
any liability whatsoever.
All persons seeking entry to the Ground
acknowledges the Club’s right to refuse entry
and search any person entering the Ground and
to refuse entry to or eject from the Ground any
person refusing to submit to such a search.
Any individual who has entered any part of the
Ground designated for the use of any group of
supporters to which he does not belong may be
ejected from the Ground either for the purposes of
his own safety or for any other reason.
PLEASE COMPLY at all times with any and all
instructions of any steward or officer of the Club
and/or any police officer. Failure to comply
with any instruction may lead to your immediate
ejection from the Ground.
By entering the Ground, all persons are
acknowledging that photographic images and/or
video recordings (and/or stills taken from video
recordings) may be taken of them and may also
be used in televised coverage of the game or by
the Club or any recognised football authority for
marketing or promotional purposes.
Entry into the Ground is confirmation that
all persons have consented to such use of
their image. If these images should feature
an individual prominently the Club will make
reasonable efforts to gain the consent of that
person before publishing such images, however,
if this is not possible, then entry into the Ground
shall be deemed consent unless the Club is
notified in writing to the contrary.
If any such person is under 18 years of age, the
parent, guardian, or responsible adult who is
accompanying them into the Ground shall be
deemed to have provided consent on their behalf.
Please enjoy matches at the Ground, but
remember that if you bring children to matches
you remain responsible for their safety and
welfare at all times.

In accordance with the Football Association’s Standardised Rule 2.13 (Publication of ownership) in
relation to Step 1 to Step 6 clubs within the National League System, the legal form of Haywards Heath
Town FC is that of an unincorporated association. It has a constitution which sets out the rules that
govern its relationship and membership, and elects a management committee to run the organisation
on behalf of its members.
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Club Officials

and ways to contact us
President Tony Hillman
Chairman Steve Isherwood
Vice Chairman Michael Cottingham
Club Secretary John Rea
Acting Treasurer John Rea
Committee Doug Austen-Jones, Mike Blake,
Michael Cottingham, Paul Hartman, Tony Hillman,
Steve Isherwood, John Rea, Tony Sim & Barry Thomas
Trustees Alan Jenkins & Mike Lewis
Fixtures Secretary Tony Sim
Press Officer John Rea
Programme Editor Dave Ellmer
Commercial Manager Vacant
Groundsman Roy Staughton
Covid-19 Officer Gary Joyice
Equality & Diversity Officer John Rea
Safety Officer Tony Hillman
Turnstile Stewards Dave Ellmer, Paul Hartman
& Barry Thomas
Bar Manager Lesley Batchelor
Boardroom Host Doug Austen-Jones
Tea Bar Managers Danny & Tina Toner
Club Photographers Tony Sim, Ray Turner
& Dave Ellmer
Stadium Announcer Neal Freeman
Team Manager Shaun Saunders
Assisted by Ben Burns & Roy Staughton
Team Physio Robin Bishop
Club Address The Thank You NHS Stadium,
Allen Road, Haywards Heath, West Sussex, RH16 3PT
Website haywardsheathtownfc.co.uk
Telephone 07598 301296
Email rea.john@mail.com
Programme Editor’s Email davejellmer@aol.com
Twitter @HHTFC
Facebook haywardsheathtown.fc

Honours
Sussex County League
Champions 1949–50, 1950–51, 1969–70,
2017-18
Eastern Division champions 1945–46
Division One champions 2015–16
League Cup winners 1972–73, 2017-18
Division Two Cup winners 1983–84,
2015-16 (then League One Cup)
Division Three Cup winners 2000–01,
2008–09, 2012–13
Sussex Senior Cup
Winners 1941–42, 1957–58
Sussex RUR Cup
Winners 1943–44, 1966–67, 1974–75,
1975–76
Sussex Intermediate Cup
Winners 2012–13

“The Isthmian Football League
strongly supports the FA
statement that there should
be a zero tolerance approach
against racism and all forms of
discrimination. Accordingly any
form of discriminatory abuse
whether it by reason of age,
disability, gender reassignment,
race, religion and belief, marriage
and civil partnership, pregnancy
and maternity, sex and sexual
orientation or any other form of
abuse will be reported to The
Football Association for action
by that Association.” (The FA
0800 085 0508 / Kick it Out 020
7253 0162). The Isthmian League
and all Member Clubs in the
League are committed to
promoting equality by treating
people fairly and with respect, by
recognising that inequalities may
exist, by taking steps to address
them and providing access and
opportunities for all members of
the community.”

The Blues Match Programme is designed and
hosted by non-league programme specialist
FootiePrint
www.footieprint.co.uk
info@footieprint.co.uk
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Manager’s Notes

Shaun Saunders

Good afternoon and welcome to the Thank You NHS
Stadium for this afternoon’s PitchingIn Isthmian South
East league game against Sevenoaks Town FC. My welcome
extends to the management team, players, club
officials and supporters of today’s opponents,
I hope you enjoy your short stay with us and
have a safe journey home.

Haywards
Heath
Townhere
FC
Add your good
cause

I’d like to start my notes by congratulating our
players on a fantastic first win last Saturday
against high flying Hythe Town. I’ve felt for the
last couple of games a win is just around the corner and what a win it was!
Although not there myself as I was away with the family, reports back tell
me it was a fantastic performance against a very good side.

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/haywards-heath-town-fc

I can vouch for the lads when I say that the boys have worked their socks
off over a very difficult period for us. Attendances at training have been
fantastic and the lads have worked hard to get things right between the
white lines. For me a lot of chop and change at the club hasn’t helped us at
all, a lot of uncertainty I feel affected the players.
The new chairman has been great, taking time to visit the lads during
training to inform us all of his plans going forward, which we all buy into
and I honestly feel massively optimistic and excited to be part of the club
leading the team into some really exciting times ahead.
We are now getting a few back from injuries, Cads is very near to a return,
Cumbs too. It was great to have Jordan back last week and Nico serves the
last game of his ban today, so at last we’re nearing a settled side. One I feel
will soon start to claw away from the bottom and start to climb the table.
Once again thank you for your support, crowds are on the up, it has to be
said the noise and atmosphere have been fantastic. This will be massively
important in our upcoming games as without a doubt together we are
stronger!
So, I ask again, bring the noise and I’m sure the players will react in a very
positive way. Although we know today’s opponents will be very difficult to
beat, but together we are stronger!
Enjoy the game, fingers crossed for another win!!
Yours in sport.


Shaun
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Match Report

Words: John Rea
Photographs: Ray Turner & Tony Sim

Summarising Heath’s recent matches
Blues 4
Hythe Town 1
Sat 24/10/20
Pitching In Isthmian
League South East
Division
Heath finally recorded
their first competitive
victory of the season with a
comprehensive 4-2 victory
over high-flying visitors
Hythe Town. Played out on
a wet and windy afternoon
at Hanbury Heath literally
“blew away” their visitors
with an impressive display
that underlined recent
performances and gave the
home fans plenty to cheer
about.
Heath, fielding two new
debutantes in goalkeeper
Sam Freeman and defender
Luca Cocoracchio began
brightly but were soon
pegged back by the visitors
who forced a succession
of corners as they went in
search of an opening goal.

r the halfway line and
Heath’s penalty box and
from this Dean Beckwith
was afforded the luxury
of a free header as he
powerfully levelled matters
giving debutante keeper
Freeman no chance.
Play flowed from end to
end but it was Heath who
went into the break with a
goal from Michael Hill on
the stroke of half time when
he broke into the Hythe
penalty area, picked his
spot and coolly slotted the
ball home to make it 2-1.
Heath opened the second
period and within 10
minutes of the restart
Michael Hill fired home
on 55 minutes to make it
3-1 and put Heath firmly
in the driving seat and
when Tom Gilbert made it
4-1 converting a Michael
Wilson free kick out on
the left in the 68th minute

it was indeed game over
much to the delight of the
home fans.
With literally the last
kick of the game Hythe
reduced the arrears when
a misplaced clearance fell
to Nick Dembele some 30
yards out and he drilled in
a superb shot to make the
final score 4-2.
Hopefully this result will
now be the platform for
Heath to launch their
league campaign and see
them climb the table. A
great result and a great
performance but perhaps
one of the real highlights
of the afternoon was the
unprecedented roar that
went up from the famous
old stand when Heath
opened the scoring. It has
been a long time since the
‘Thank You NHS Stadium’
landmark has heard the
famous ‘Hanbury Roar’!

It was Heath however, who
broke the deadlock on the
half hour mark. Minutes
earlier a tremendous effort
from Jordan Clarke went
just inches over the bar
but then the same player
jinxed his way down the left
flank and his cross into the
goalmouth saw a frantic
scramble that resulted in
Kieran Rowe stabbing the
ball home at the far post.
The visitors responded with
renewed attacks and with
39 minutes on the clock
they were level. They were
awarded a free kick out on
the right halfway between

Above, the first goal by Kieran Rowe is netted. Below, celebrations as Heath extend their lead

A goal mouth
scramble in
the first half as
Heath defend
resiliently

The Hythe keeper makes a last ditch challenge
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Today’s Opponents

Home Ground: The Bourne Stadium (below)
2019-20 Position: 10th
Current Position: 8th
Last 6 Games’ Form: LLDDWD
Average Home Attendance 19-20: 172
Colours: Home - Blue & Black, Away - All Green

Sevenoaks Town FC was originally
formed in 1883 and they were founder
members of the original Kent League,
but they left after just one season and
wouldn’t return for another 110 years.

The move to senior level also meant
Sevenoaks were eligible for FA
competitions. Their first appearance in
the FA Vase came in 2004-05, when
they lost 2-1 at home to Deal Town.

Wanderers, who went on to win the
Isthmian Premier Division, in the first
qualifying round.

There are few existing records of the
club during that era, but it is known
that on 26 April 1893 they played Royal
Arsenal, who were at the time the
only professional team in the South of
England, with over 1,000 spectators
watching the game.

Their longest run in the competition
came in the final season they were
eligible, 2017-18, when they made it to
the third round proper before losing 3-1
away to Thatcham Town.


Club History

In 1906 the club, now known as
Sevenoaks Town, became one of the
founder members of the Sevenoaks
League. In 1951 Town amalgamated with
another local club, St. John’s United,
and became members of the Kent
Amateur League (Western Region),
which they won on two occasions.

Sevenoaks Town

Since achieving promotion to the
Isthmian League, Town have switched
to the FA Trophy.
In their first ever match in the
competition in 2018-19 they beat
former Conference side Grays Athletic
4-2 before losing 2-1 away to Dorking

In the FA Cup Town’s best performance
came in 2016-17 when they took
Chesham to a replay in the second
qualifying round and although they’ve
yet to meet Football League opposition,
one of their most memorable ties came
in 2008-09 when they held Folkestone
Invicta to a 4-4 draw at Greatness Park
in the preliminary round.
Town led 2-0 and 3-2 but were trailing
4-3 in stoppage time when a free-kick
from Dwayne Gibbons earned them a
replay, which they eventually lost 4-1.
After a decade during which their

highest league position was sixth in
2009-10, Town appointed the former
Dartford and Tonbridge player Micky
Collins as manager for the 2014-15
season. Having previously won the Kent
League title with Erith & Belvedere,
Collins oversaw four seasons of
progress, which saw the club rise from
16th to eighth, fifth and third in 2016-17,
during which they also won the Premier
Division Cup.
In 2017-18, having installed a 3G pitch,
they won what had since been renamed
the Southern Counties East League, for
the first time ever and with it promotion
to the Isthmian League, coming tenth
in their first season, their highest ever
position on the pyramid.

In 1984 the Kent Amateur League
was re-organised as the Kent County
League and Sevenoaks were the first
Premier Division champions, a feat
they repeated in seasons 1995–96 and
2002–03.
After over a century playing in almost
exclusively amateur leagues, Sevenoaks
applied for promotion to the semiprofessional Kent League after winning
the 02-03 title.
Their first season in the county’s senior
league ended with a respectable
11th place and included a memorable
victory away to former Football League
side Maidstone United, when they
recovered from a 3-1 half-time deficit to
win 4-3.
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twitter.com/HHTFC | facebook.com/haywardsheathtown.fc | 11

Today’s Opponents


Player Profiles

MAX HUXTER – Goalkeeper
25 year-old keeper, who has
previously played for Hendon,
Burgess Hill Town on loan,
Bromley and Dover Athletic.
REION MACFARLANE –
Defender
22-year-old Reion began his
senior career with Romford and
has also played for Faversham
Town.
JOEY TAYLOR - Defender
Left-back who has represented
the Montserrat international
team. A graduate of Welling’s
Development Squad, 23-yearold Joe made his senior debut
for the Wings in the National
League aged just 17 and has
also played for East Grinstead,
Burgess Hill, Leatherhead,
Horsham and Hythe.

Sevenoaks Town

for Colchester United, Worthing
and Three Bridges, where
he was players’ player of the
season in 2018-19.
TOM RIPLEY – Defender
Experienced defender
whose previous clubs include
Ramsgate and Lydd Town. Tom
is a retail manager by trade.
DEAN GUNNER – Defender
A long career in the nonleague game has taken Dean to
Merstham, Dorking Wanderers,
Horsham YMCA, Whyteleafe,
Greenwich Borough, Chipstead,
East Grinstead Town and Three
Bridges.
RYAN FOWLER - Midfielder
Fajita loving midfield man
whose previous clubs include
Whyteleafe and AFC Croydon
Athletic.

STEFAN WRIGHT – Midfielder
Energetic, box-to-box
midfielder, 26-year-old Stefan
has appeared for Phoenix
Sports, Sittingbourne (where he
made over 100 appearances),
Greenwich Borough and
Staines Town.

JAMES BESSEY-SALDANHA Forward
Marketing Executive with a
degree in Zoology, James
joined Town from Bearsted
having previously played for
Oadby Town and Harborough
Town.

JOE TENNANT – Defender
A football coach by trade, Joe
has practised what he preaches

TYRELL RICHARDSONBROWN – Forward
Versatile attacker who joined
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from Horsham FC, having
previously played for Ashford
United and Walton Casuals,
with whom he won promotion
to the Isthmian Premier
Division.
KYLE DE SILVA – Midfielder
Kyle, 26, is an attacking
midfielder who spent five years
in the Crystal Palace Academy
and has subsequently had
spells with Barnet on loan and
at FC Eindhoven, Bromley and
Canvey Island.
JASON THOMPSON –
Midfielder
Jason is back for a second spell
with Sevenoaks after stints at
Cray Valley, Tunbridge Wells
and Chatham. SCEFL winner
with both Whyteleafe and
Sevenoaks.
REECE DEAKIN - Forward
23-year-old Londoner who
can play on either wing, Reece
is an Arsenal-loving delivery
driver who has played for Cray
Wanderers, Morecambe and
Curzon Ashton.

cancer patient Liam Scott to the
USA for potentially life-saving
treatment. Former Dagenham &
Redbridge midfielder.
BEN DAVISSON - Midfielder
Midfielder who has appeared
for Maidstone United, Ashford,
Sheppey and Chatham Town.
DAN PARKINSON – Midfielder
Versatile defensive midfielder, a
decorator by trade, Dan comes
from a well-known footballing
family and his previous clubs
include Maidstone United and
Sittingbourne.
MICHAEL PEATE - Defender
Graduate of the Sevenoaks
youth system, Michael has
captained his county and was
promoted to the first team this
summer at the age of 16.
ALEC FIDDES - Midfielder
A senior finance specialist at
Gartner in his day job, Alec is a
well-travelled midfielder who’s
played for Weston-super-mare,
Weymouth, Chipenham Town
and Lleida in Spain.

CHARLIE HOLMES – Midfielder
During the Lockdown Charlie
ran 140 miles in 10 days to raise
money to send four-year-old
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An Interview With ...
Robin Bishop

Inside the Isthmian

The Pitching In Isthmian League South East Division
FIXTURES

Guernsey FC’s Mainland Physio Robin
Bishop has joined us for the Season and
has been interviewed for the Programme
by the Editor.
Robin what brings you to the Heath?
Having assisted you a couple of times in the
past few seasons and previously worked
with other members of the management
team, Roy approached me in late September
when the current management team
came back together. I was available for a
“Season Long Loan” due to Guernsey having
withdrawn from the League for the 2020/21
season due to Covid restrictions on the
island.
How did you become a team physio and
where has it taken you?
I had played for Horsham YMCA under John
Suter (and previously at Storrington) then
due to numerous injuries, I was asked to take
up the role of Physio just around the time in
the early 90’s when the FA where heavily
promoting their Treatment of Injuries and
Diploma Courses. From there I spent many
seasons with YM and Hassocks before being
asked by a business colleague if I would like
to join Guernsey as their Mainland Physio
which then developed into looking after all
of their logistics over here.
In the past 30 years I have been lucky
enough to work for the FA for a number
of seasons on a Summer Training Course
for aspiring Coaches, 3 of which were at St
Georges Park, Physio in the Island Games for
GFA and also act as Physio for the Sussex
County FA Rep Squad for over 10 years.
For anyone interested in becoming a physio
what qualifications do you need?

LATEST 20-21 SOUTH EAST DIVISION TABLE
Team

P

W

D

L

F

A

+/- Pts

Hastings United

7

5

2

0

13

3

+10 17

2 East Grinstead Town 5

4

1

0

15

5

+10 13

3 Whyteleafe

6

4

1

1

15

7

+8

13

4 VCD Athletic

6

4

0

2

15

6

+9

12

5 Faversham Town

6

3

3

0

8

3

+5

12

In normal times what was a matchday like
both on Guernsey and on the mainland?

6 Sevenoaks Town

7

3

3

1

12

8

+4 12

7 Whitstable Town

8

3

2

3

12

18

-6

11

For matches over here the players are
normally at the Airport for 6am, flying at
7am and once at Gatwick they eat and relay
before getting the coach around 10:30am to
travel the game. Most matches start around
1 – 2 pm to allow enough time for the players
to get back to Gatwick for the last flight
back to Guernsey arriving home around
9pm. For clubs travelling over there, the
day is slightly shorter but it is still a fantastic
experience for both players and supporters
to enjoy. The islanders are a very friendly
bunch.

8 Hythe Town

6

3

1

2

14

12

+2

10

9 Ramsgate

6

2

1

3

10

10

0

7

10 Herne Bay

6

2

1

3

9

9

0

7

As they progressed through the Pyramid
system their existing Physio wanted to
restrict his travelling over for every away
game and I was asked to join them. They
took a few weeks to get used to somebody
joining them from outside of their bubble
but as I knew a few of their Mainland
supporters I soon gained their confidence.

Finally, what do you do to get away from
footie and ‘chill’?

What is it like being part of an Island team?

Apart from running my Civil Engineering
Consultancy business for the past 16 years
which is full on, I try to get to as many
professional matches either at Chelsea/
Brighton or Wembley and try to play a bit
of Golf.

To start with it was a strange experience
as they all knew each other and had grown
up playing together for a number of years.

Robin, very interesting, thanks for your
time. The Green Lions’ temporary loss is
clearly our gain.

Whilst not mandatory at this level, a Physio
Degree through a University is your best
route.
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1

11 Ashford United

6

2

1

3

9

11

-2

7

12 Cray Valley PM

5

1

3

1

6

6

0

6

13 Three Bridges

6

2

0

4

11

15

-4

6

14 Chichester City

5

2

0

3

7

11

-4

6

15 Phoenix Sports

7

2

0

5

7

16

-9

6

16 Whitehawk

6

1

2

3

7

9

-2

5

17 Sittingbourne

5

1

1

3

8

12

-4

4

18 Haywards Heath

6

1

1

4

9

17

-8

4

19 Burgess Hill Town

7

1

1

5

5

14

-9

4

Saturday 31st October 2020
Chichester City vs Hythe Town
Cray Valley PM vs Burgess Hill
Faversham vs Phoenix Sports
Hastings United vs Sittingbourne
Haywards Heath vs Sevenoaks
Herne Bay vs Three Bridges
VCD Athletic vs Whitstable Town
Whitehawk vs East Grinstead
Whyteleafe vs Ramsgate
Tuesday 3rd November 2020
Cray Valley PM v Ashford United
VCD Athletic v East Grinstead Tn
Whitehawk v Whyteleafe
Saturday 7th November 2020
Ashford United v Chichester City
Burgess Hill Town v Whitehawk
East Grinstead Town v Herne Bay
Hythe Town v Hastings United
Phoenix Sports v Whyteleafe
Ramsgate v Faversham Town
Sevenoaks Town v VCD Athletic
Sittingbourne v Haywards Heath
Saturday 14th November 2020
Chichester City v Sevenoaks Tn
Cray Valley PM v Ramsgate
Faversham Tn v East Grinstead
Hastings United v Whitstable Tn
Haywards Heath v Phoenix Sprts
Herne Bay v Sittingbourne
VCD Athletic v Ashford United
Whitehawk v Three Bridges
Whyteleafe v Hythe Town
Tuesday 17th November 2020
Cray Valley PM v Burgess Hill Tn
Faversham Tn v Phoenix Sports
Herne Bay v Three Bridges
Whitehawk v Whyteleafe
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Ref’s Corner
with Dave Ellmer
Quickie!

player ought to be cautioned.

Free kicks are defined in the Laws of the
Game as direct and indirect.

There is however, another scenario
which has the potential for a flare up.

Sometimes they are also defined by
referees as ‘ceremonials’ - where you
need to control the defensive wall - and
‘quickies’ where play restarts as quickly
as possible.

Let me set the scene. The player taking
the kick has the ball at his feet. There
is an opponent, say 5 yards away,
retreating, albeit slowly.

In this episode I want to look at quickly
taken free kicks and what can and does
go wrong.

The kicker then decides to gently kick
the ball at this player. Presumably to
emphasise that their opponent is in
the way. We now have two offences.
Unsporting behaviour by kicking the ball
at an opponent and failure to respect
the required distance.

Before a free kick is taken three things
need to happen.
The ball needs to be in the right place.
Within a few of yards is fine. With lateral
position less important than distance
from goal.
The ball must be stationary. Don’t worry
if it’s not, a player will shout “moving
ball!”, not that you needed any help with
that one!
Opposing players are required to be 10
yards (9.15 metres) from the ball when
the kick is taken. As opposed to, shall we
say, loitering in the vicinity and getting in
the way.
But let’s be honest, often players do not
retreat especially if the kick is taken very
quickly.
In reality this is only a problem when
an opponent gets in the way and the
ball hits them. The referee then has a
decision to make.
Do you caution the player for not
retreating or simply have the kick
retaken? Often the latter because the
player has not had the time to retreat
the 10 yards.
But what if the player ensures that the
ball strikes them by either not getting
out of way or by wilfully blocking its
progress. In this case the outcome is
simple. The kick is retaken and the guilty

This is probably best dealt with by
having a firm word with both. But to be
honest you sometimes wish you could
simply knock their silly heads together.
I will close by telling the story of, shall
we say, a misguided player.
I penalised a player for holding when
he and an opponent got tangled while
challenging for the ball. As his opponent
tried to quickly restart play, he moved
in-front of the ball while getting to his
feet preventing play from restarting.
When I looked at him and asked what
was going on. He replied “just stopping
him taking it quickly”. A caution for
preventing the free kick being taken
swiftly followed.
The sensible answer was of course “Just
getting out of the way Ref” and then
doing so at speed.
But then some players just aren’t
sensible and by their actions invite,
sorry, force the referee’s hand.
Such is life!
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The Heath Tavern
47 Sussex Road
Haywards Heath
RH16 4DZ
01444 416762
Great wines
Cask ales
Pool & darts
Multi-screen
sport venue
Sky Sports / BT Sport

Good On Paper ...
The Latest Column from the Non League Paper
WHAT’S THE best goal you’ve seen
live? Not necessarily your favourite or
one that meant the most, saw your club
win something or, dare I say it, avoid
relegation. But the best.
Football is subjective. One person’s
best goal might not be to the taste
of another’s. Some prefer mazy runs.
Others think there’s nothing better than
a long range strike that crashes in off the
underside of the bar.
We’re fortunate we get to see more
Non-League goals than we ever did. Now
wonder strikes from across the country
are only a few clicks away, be it on the
club’s website, YouTube channel or social
media. Often we will see a goal just
moments after the game has finished.
It used to be waiting to buy the end
of season club video to re-live those
moments that could have occurred
months earlier. Was it quite as good
as you remembered? Was it really that
far out? Did the keeper really have no
chance?

Working in
partnership with
Haywards Heath
Town
Football Club
Reaching out to Mid Sussex.
Also available online at burgesshillradio.co.uk
or find us on the RadioPlayer App
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One that will always live long in my
memory was a strike by Michael Warner
for Farnborough Town against Heybridge
Swifts. A headed clearance fell out of the
sky to customary cries of ‘SHOOT!’
Often the instruction to take aim is swiftly
followed by groans as the ball sails off
target, troubling parked vehicles in the
car park more than the goalkeeper.
But this day, Warner’s effort was a dream.
Like a tracer missile the ball rocketed into
the top corner. Two goalkeepers wouldn’t
have saved it.
It was brilliant. These days it would
have gone ‘viral’ and been retweeted
thousands of times on twitter.
Technology has certainly made our
annual Goal of the Season at The NLP’s
National Game Awards more competitive
than ever.

More and more nominations roll in each
year, all worthy winners from all different
levels of the game. In years gone by,
these goals would be the stuff of myth
and legend. Now the tangible proof is
there.
I was fortunate enough to be at the
National League North Eliminator game
between Brackley Town and Gateshead a
few months ago.
Fans weren’t allowed in the grounds. That
was a shame for loyal supporters as it
is but even more so when Shane Byrne
pulled a spectacular rabbit out of the hat
on the stroke of half-time.
Gateshead had just gone one up deep in
first-half stoppage time and looked for all
the world to be heading into the break in
front.
But Byrne, apparently, had other ideas.
Receiving the ball from kick-off inside his
own half, the midfielder hit an inch perfect
ball that flew right into the top corner.
Gateshead keeper Brad James had no
chance. It wasn’t like he’d been caught
unawares not concentrating.
It left the handful of people inside the
ground open-mouthed. A wow moment.
The only problem for me being, I didn’t
fully see it. I was taking notes down from
the first goal. Who shoots direct from
kick-off!? I saw it in the air from a long
way out, I saw it arrow into the net. I
saw 80 per cent of it. But I didn’t see the
actual strike itself.
So does it count as my best goal
witnessed live? It’s certainly the best one I
nearly saw!


By Matt Badcock
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Good On Paper 2!
Another Latest Column from the Non League Paper
A JOURNALIST is only as good as their
contacts book, as they say – so we at The
Non-League Paper reckon we’re onto a
pretty good thing.
Printing a weekly paper throughout
lockdown, without a ball being kicked,
wasn’t easy. In fact, it was only made
possible by the ‘fraternity’ – the chairmen
and women, managers, players and
supporters of football clubs across the
land.
We’re pretty lucky at The NLP. We
have a loyal following and an enviable
understanding with the people we
represent.
Yes, of course, we realise that having
a relationship with the Press is in their
interests but it goes beyond that. A great
number of players and managers can be
counted as friends and we are very proud
of that.
A conversation I had with a Step 3
manager the other day reminded me of a
very special relationship I struck up with a
manager as a young reporter, working on
my local paper in Aldershot.
George Borg arrived at the Recreation
Ground with a high profile and a nononsense nature. If he wanted, he could
have spat out a young whippersnapper
like me.
Instead, we became very close and,
although he doesn’t know it, it was he
who lit the flame for my love affair with
the Non-League game.
On one occasion, I remember my back
page lead story falling through, leaving
me high and dry an hour before deadline.

exclusive than I had originally which
became a popular talking point on the
terraces.
As in most walks of life, a working
relationship requires an ‘I’ll-scratch-yourback-if-you-scratch-mine’ thesis. George
was a big advocate of this.
I remember waiting outside the dressing
room door for the Shots boss among a
posse of TV crews and national journalists
following a FA Cup tie with Brighton &
Hove Albion in November 2000.
Accepting I would probably only get a
fraction of his time, I did contemplate
easing his burden by slipping off and
calling him later.
Just as I did though one of the players
came to the door and asked specifically
for myself and my counterpart from the
Farnham Herald to come through and
speak to George in the managers’ room at
the back.
The face of the national guys was a
picture as the two of us hustled our way
through the crowd but when we got to
the manager’s changing area, there he
was sat on the bench with only a small
hand towel to protect his modesty! It was
probably the strangest interview I had
ever carried out!

In desperation, I gave George a call and
explained my dilemma, asking him if he
could confirm any transfer speculation to
help fill the void.

To this day, I always keep an eye out
on how George’s Braintree Town side
fare come 5pm on a Saturday. It’s a
relationship which taught me so much and
one I will always treasure.

What he gave me was a stronger



By Jon Couch
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Our Charity Partners

Connors5 Foundation and Walk & Talk MMH

MEET THE TEAM
Darran, Connor’s proud
Mum, works tirelessly to
prevent another families
heartbreak. By using
their story in anti violence
workshops and training,
she encourages children to
understand the full impact
of their actions and to
use their hands for good,
instead of in anger.

Twelve young people die every week from
sudden cardiac arrest – of those, 270 are
children who will die at school. Even more
tragically 80% of these young people will
have no symptoms.
We know the impact of devastating loss and
work to ensure that along with our peaceful
message, we spread defibrillators far and
wide, not only in Sussex but across the
country too. We also promote an anti-violence
message to pupils in schools teaching that
your hands are there to help not hurt others.
First Aid is not part of the school curriculum
at primary school age, so we offer First Aid
training classes as well, when we present a
school with a Defibrillator.
In October 2019 we presented our 100th
Defibrillator to the wonderful Upper Beading
School, since then we have donated a few
more taking our total to 104 Defibrillators
since 2012.
This is all in memory of Connor’s remarkable
gift for life and know that despite our personal
tragedy, he’d be delighted at just how many
people are ‘heart safe’ because of him and
how he lives in our hearts, our memories and
actions today.
We look forward to getting back to our work
in the community after this difficult time for
us all, we hope by the end 2020 we will have
donated another defibrillator nationwide and
locally too.
Our hopes for 2021 is to be able to put
together a mindfulness program that helps
children who are suffering with loss and grief.
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Darran was awarded a
British Empire Medal in
2018 for her incredible &
brave work on the issue, in
recognition of meritorious
civil service.
Courtney, Connor’s adored
big sister, works booking the
school visits, planning and
organising the fundraising
and making sure all the
communication channels are
up to date.
Like her mum Darran, Courtney was awarded a British Empire
Award in 2018 for her dedication and work on the issue in
her brother’s name, again in recognition of meritorious civil
service.

Contact Darran and Courtney on info@connors5.com

“GIVING IS NOT JUST ABOUT MAKING
A DONATION. IT’S ABOUT MAKING A
DIFFERENCE”
Here at the Connors Saunders Foundation, we are
ALWAYS looking for more people to join us on our
quest to make Sussex ‘heart safe’.
We are looking for people to help us at our events or
help us by fundraising so we can reach more schools.
You could help by buying our merchandise or by
sharing stories through social media – increasing our
peaceful impact and encourage more people to use
their hands to help, rather than hurt.
As a small family run organisation, we simply can’t
do it by ourselves and rely on our lovely volunteers
to help raise awareness and get more schools and
students involved. We’d love you to join us – please
email us at info@connors5.com to find out how you can
help us with our work.

Visit www.connors5.com for more information
about the foundation and our work

Walk and Talk MMH believe football is key to
opening up the conversation regarding men’s
mental health, raise awareness and prevent
male suicide, which is the biggest killer of
men under 45 in the UK.
14 men take their own lives in the UK every
single day. The group are determined these
shocking statistics have to change. They hold
events across the UK, bringing opposition fans
together, walking from one stadium to another
on match days.
Their fundraising and events that help so
many were impacted with lockdown and
games played behind closed doors, but they
are back! This will be the sixth season for
Walk and Talk MMH.
They have covered over 9,000 miles to date
walking and talking with fans from NonLeague, Championship, Premier League and
Scottish Premiership Clubs.
They have seen that something as simple
as companionship can save lives. The group
believes that football has the power to help
men who find themselves in a position of
loneliness and isolation.
Walking has such a powerful effect on mental
and physical health, and with the ability to
talk openly in a friendly environment elevates
that impact. Everyone is welcome to join for a
mile, 2 miles or the whole distance.
Lockdown has been a chance to reset and
unwind for some, and a challenging, worrying

and lonely time for many others. Never has
there been a more important time to get out
and talk about your own mental health.
The walk between stadiums gives the
opportunity to open up about anything
weighing on your mind, or just talk football, no
matter what your club colours are. The group
provide peer to peer support for each other,
based on personal experiences.
Lee Adams, Founder of Walk and Talk MMH,
said “I went through a difficult period some
time ago. I felt alone, isolated, with nowhere
to turn, and was close to taking my own life.
Five years ago I started walking to Fulham FC
away games, to raise awareness that 1 in 4 of
us may suffer at some point in our lives, and I
soon understood I wasn’t alone.
“I became motivated to turn my experiences
into a positive to help and support others who
felt the same as I had.
“People started to join me, and now this has
become a huge movement of fans coming
together from many teams, to let other men
know that it’s ok to talk.”
Walk and Talk MMH are extremely proud
to be named as one of the 2020/21 charity
partners, and look forward to working
together with HHTFC for the forthcoming
season.

See their website
for further information
www.walkandtalkmmh.co.uk
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Fixtures, Results & Line-Ups
Heath’s 2020-21 Season Record
Red = Evening Kick-Offs
Date & Opposition

HOME
Away n Cautioned n Sent Off
Scorers in BOLD
ILSE = Isthmian League South East Division FAC = FA Cup FAT = FA Trophy
SCC = Sussex Senior Challenge Cup

Team Line-Up First XI
Att

1

2

Substitutes Used
3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

Comp

Res

FACP

A/W

~

ILSE

L 1-4

230

Collings

MORRISON 1

Summerfield

Pearse

Allen

Wilson #

Clarke

Napper

Ogunseye *

N Cotton

Cadman +

22 HANWELL TOWN

FAC1Q

L 0-1

163

Collings

Morrison

Summerfield

T Gilbert

Allen

Napper

Clarke

Wilson #

Ogunseye +

Hallard *

N Cotton n

26 Burgess Hill Town

ILSE

D 1-1

341

Collings

Morrison

Summerfield

T Gilbert

Allen

Napper

CLARKE 1 #

L Cotton n

Ogunseye +

Wilson n

#

+

*

Cumber n

Batchelor n

Hallard

Cumber

Dalhouse

Batchelor

N Cotton

Ryder

Hallard

~

SEPTEMBER
12 Broadbridge Heath
19 EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN

OCTOBER
3

WHITSTABLE TOWN

ILSE

L 0-2

145

Collings

Morrison

Summerfield n Napper

T Gibert

Bromage

Clarke

Wilson *

Ogunseye +

Hill #

N Cotton

Pearse n

Dalhouse

Osei

6

HASTINGS UNITED

ILSE

L 1-5

159

Collings

Morrison n

Summerfield

Osei

T Gilbert n

Batchelor #

Wilson n

Ogunseye +

Clarke

N Cotton *

J Gilbert

Dalhouse

Monteiro

10 Chichester City

ILSE

L 2-3

263

Otuyo n

Morrision n

Summerfield n Napper n

Cumber

T Gilbert *

N COTTON 1 n

Wilson

Osei

Ogunseye

FAT2Q

L 1-4

210

Otuyo n

Morrison

Summerfield n Napper

Janneh n

T Gilbert

Clarke # n
Rowe n
TRAN-WEST 1 # Cumber

DALHOUSE 1 + J Gilbert

17 WELWYN GARDEN CITY

Dalhouse +

Hill *

Rowe

J Gilbert

Ogunseye

Akehurst

24 HYTHE TOWN

ILSE

W 4-2

230

Freeman

Morrison

Summerfield n Napper n

Cocorancchio

T GILBERT 1

ROWE 1

Ogunseye *

HILL 2 +

Clarke

Tran-West

J Gilbert

Akehurst

31 SEVENOAKS TOWN

ILSE

Napper

Wilson #

NOVEMBER
7

Sittingbourne

ILSE

10 Horsham YMCA

SSC2

14 PHOENIX SPORTS

ILSE

21 Ramsgate

ILSE

28 Faversham Town

ILSE

DECEMBER
VCD ATHLETIC

ILSE

12 Ashford United

ILSE

19 HERNE BAY

ILSE

26 WHYTELEAFE

ILSE

28 Whitehawk

ILSE

5

JANUARY 2021
2

THREE BRIDGES

ILSE

9

Cray Valley PM

ILSE

23 Hythe Town

ILSE

30 CHICHESTER CITY

ILSE

Online hosting provided by
www.footiedigital.co.uk

FEBRUARY
6

Hastings United

ILSE

13 Herne Bay

ILSE

20 ASHFORD UNITED

ILSE

27 Sevenoaks Town

ILSE

MARCH
6

SITTINGBOURNE

ILSE

13 Phoenix Sports

ILSE

20 RAMSGATE

ILSE

27 FAVERSHAM TOWN

ILSE

APRIL
3

VCD Athletic

ILSE

5

Whyteleafe

ILSE

10 CRAY VALLEY PM

ILSE

17 East Grinstead Town

ILSE

24 BURGESS HILL TOWN

ILSE

MAY
1

Whitstable Town

ILSE

3

WHITEHAWK

ILSE

8

Three Bridges

ILSE
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Facts&Stats

Blues players’ 20-21 statistics
HTTFC 20-21 Stats
St

Billy Collings (GK)

5

5

Sam Freeman

1

1

Karly Akehurst

Su

Gls

Y

HTTFC Career

Player Name

R

2

Reece Batchelor

1

Tadley Bromage

1

Tom Cadman

1

Jordan Clarke

7

147

2

1

1
6

Danny Cumber

2

2

Andrew Dalhouse

2

3

Jacob Gilbert

1

3

Tom Gilbert

7

Reece Hallard

1

Michael Hill

3

1

1

1

1

7
1

1

38

3

1

12

1

32

11

4
1

1

2

7

2

3

1

Byron Napper

7

Samuel Ogunseye

6

2

8

Dan Pearse

1

1

3

Kieran Rowe

3

1

2

46

2

2

90

6

1

1
8

Anh-war Tran-West

1

1

Michael Wilson

6

1

Muhammed Otuyo (GK)*

2

Marcus Allen*

3

Lloyd Cotton*

1

Kwabena Osei*

1

Essa Janneh*

1

69

11

4
4

39

2

11

2

2

1

20

1

2

proudly supports

THE TRIDENT

TRUST FUND

2

1
1

Tom Summerfield

1

15

8
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1

1

Hamish Morrison

*Left The Club

31

3
1

Nico Cotton

Farrall Ryder

Gls

1

Luca Cocoracchio

Vitor Monteiro

Apps

Providing access
to grants and funding
for your club,
in your community

1

3
1

1

2
1

1

Up to and including October 24th 2020

@PitchingIn_

THE BLUES
Billy COLLINGS (GK) n
Sam FREEMAN (GK) n
Tom CADMAN n
Luca COCORACCHIO n
Drew COONEY n
Tom GILBERT n
Hamish MORRISON n
Tom SUMMERFIELD n
Karly AKEHURST n
Jordan CLARKE n
Nico COTTON n
Danny CUMBER n
Jacob GILBERT n
Michael HILL n
Byron NAPPER n
Kieran ROWE n
Anh-war TRAN-WEST n
Michael WILSON n
Samuel OGUNSEYE n

THE OAKS
n James BESSEY-SALDANHA
n Ben BRIDLE-CARD
n Ben DAVISSON
n Kyle DE SILVA
n Reece DEAKIN
n Elliott DUNCAN
n Caleb EDORH
n Alec FIDDES
n Ryan FOWLER
n Dean GUNNER
n Charlie HOLMES
n Max HUXTER
n Reion-Noel MCFARLANE
n Dan PARKINSON
n Michael PEATE
n Tyrell RICHARDSON-BROWN
n Tom RIPLEY
n Joseph TAYLOR
n Joe TENNENT
n Jason THOMPSON
n Stefan WRIGHT

Shaun Saunders

Manager

Micky Collins

Blue & White

Colours

All Green

Referee Harry Wager
Asst. Referee Mark Gidman
Asst. Referee Rob King

Next Home Game
PHOENIX SPORTS, Sat Nov
14th, 3pm, Isthmian League
The Blues Match Programme is designed and hosted by:
Non-League
Programme Specialists

www.footieprint.co.uk
info@footieprint.co.uk

